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On May 1, 1957, in 
Moscow’s Red Square, 
twenty thousand 
soldiers in neat rows 
marched past Lenin’s 
Mausoleum while 
missiles rolled through 
on flatbed trucks. Every 

May 1st, the Soviet Union threw the 
biggest parade on earth to deliver one 
message: the state is supreme. 
 
Charles Rhyne was distressed. He 
was 45 years old, the youngest 
president in American Bar Association 
history, and Eisenhower’s personal 
legal counsel. For years the American 
news media splashed Soviet May Day 
parades across the front page. Rhyne 
wanted to answer back on the exact 
same day, with the exact opposite 
argument, but not with missiles. He 
was intent on delivering our uniquely 
American message: rule of law. 
 
He drafted a presidential proclamation 
and up the chain it went until it hit the 
desk of Sherman Adams, 
Eisenhower’s chief of staff, where it 
stopped. Adams, of course, was 
known around Washington as “The 
Abominable No-Man.” 
 
Weeks passed and May 1st was 
approaching. Rhyne went to see 
Adams, who pulled the document from 
his desk and handed it back. “The 
President will not sign a Proclamation 
praising lawyers.” 
 
Lucky for us, Rhyne disagreed. Rhyne 
walked straight to the Oval Office and 
handed it to Eisenhower himself. As 
the President stood there reading, 
Adams burst in yelling, “Do not sign 
that paper praising lawyers!”  
 
 

 
 
Eisenhower held up one hand and a 
hush fell. He finished reading. Then 
he looked up. “Sherm, this 
Proclamation does not contain one 
word praising lawyers. It praises our 
constitutional system of government, 
our great heritage under the rule of 
law, and asks our people to stand up 
and praise what they have created. I 
like it and I am going to sign it.” And 
he did. 
 
That May, Time magazine put Rhyne 
on its cover, with Lady Liberty over his 
right shoulder and a law day 
proclamation banner over his left. On 
the cover, he was labeled “Bar 
Association President Rhyne.”  
As an aside, Adams resigned later 
that same year. He was caught 
accepting an expensive vicuña coat 
from a businessman under federal 
investigation. The Abominable No-
Man was brought down by outerwear. 
 
It was no accident that Eisenhower 
understood this better than his chief of 
staff. As Supreme Commander of 
Allied Forces in Europe, he had 
watched up close what happens when 
the rule of law collapses entirely. The 
difference between a missile parade 
and a nation built on the rule of law 
was not an abstract civics lesson to 
him. 
 
This year’s Law Day theme is “The 
Rule of Law and the American 
Dream.” Here in Texas, we have extra 
reason to celebrate because 2026 
marks the 150th anniversary of the 
Texas Constitution. Let’s all show up 
on May 1st with bar members and a 
stubborn belief that law is how free 
people govern themselves. We hope 
to see you there. 
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Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

 

SCBF Board Meeting 
April 8, Wilson Elser conference room, 12 - 1p 

2-hour CLE 
April 10, Cotton Belt Building & Willow Brook 
Country Club, 10:30 am—1p 

People’s Law School 
April  11, Tyler Junior College, 9a-noon 

SCYLA Board Meeting 
April 16, Hager Firm conference room, 12 - 1p 

SCBA Board Meeting 
April 23, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

 

 

LAW DAY 
May 1, Cascades Country Club, 5:30p - 7:00p 

 

 

  

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

903-526-2700  

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 
Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 
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