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On May 1, 1957, in
Moscow’s Red Square,
twenty thousand
soldiers in neat rows
marched past Lenin’s
Mausoleum while
missiles rolled through
— on flatbed trucks. Every
May 1st, the Soviet Union threw the
biggest parade on earth to deliver one
message: the state is supreme.

Marisa

Charles Rhyne was distressed. He
was 45 years old, the youngest
president in American Bar Association
history, and Eisenhower’s personal
legal counsel. For years the American
news media splashed Soviet May Day
parades across the front page. Rhyne
wanted to answer back on the exact
same day, with the exact opposite
argument, but not with missiles. He
was intent on delivering our uniquely
American message: rule of law.

He drafted a presidential proclamation
and up the chain it went until it hit the
desk of Sherman Adams,
Eisenhower’s chief of staff, where it
stopped. Adams, of course, was
known around Washington as “The
Abominable No-Man.”

Weeks passed and May 1st was
approaching. Rhyne went to see
Adams, who pulled the document from
his desk and handed it back. “The
President will not sign a Proclamation
praising lawyers.”

Lucky for us, Rhyne disagreed. Rhyne
walked straight to the Oval Office and
handed it to Eisenhower himself. As
the President stood there reading,
Adams burst in yelling, “Do not sign
that paper praising lawyers!”

Eisenhower held up one hand and a
hush fell. He finished reading. Then
he looked up. “Sherm, this
Proclamation does not contain one
word praising lawyers. It praises our
constitutional system of government,
our great heritage under the rule of
law, and asks our people to stand up
and praise what they have created. |
like it and | am going to sign it.” And
he did.

That May, Time magazine put Rhyne
on its cover, with Lady Liberty over his
right shoulder and a law day
proclamation banner over his left. On
the cover, he was labeled “Bar
Association President Rhyne.”

As an aside, Adams resigned later
that same year. He was caught
accepting an expensive vicufia coat
from a businessman under federal
investigation. The Abominable No-
Man was brought down by outerwear.

It was no accident that Eisenhower
understood this better than his chief of
staff. As Supreme Commander of
Allied Forces in Europe, he had
watched up close what happens when
the rule of law collapses entirely. The
difference between a missile parade
and a nation built on the rule of law
was not an abstract civics lesson to
him.

This year’s Law Day theme is “The
Rule of Law and the American
Dream.” Here in Texas, we have extra
reason to celebrate because 2026
marks the 150th anniversary of the
Texas Constitution. Let’s all show up
on May 1st with bar members and a
stubborn belief that law is how free
people govern themselves. We hope
to see you there. |
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HONOREES!

LAW DAY 2026

MAY 1, 2026 | 5:30 - 7:00P | CASCADES COUNTRY CLUB

Honoring those who have made significant contributions to Smith County with
their leadership, community service, legal professionalism, and ethical standards.

OTIS CARROLL, JR. PATRICIA COPLAN BARBARA SKEEN
Justinian Award Award of Excellence Cristy Arscott Liberty Bell Award

NICHOLETTE WILKERSON
: SRAV MURALIDHAR LEATHA KOPECH
ETEA Quisanging Lawysi Volunteer Attorney of the Year Legal Professional of the Year

JOIN US IN CELEBRATING THESE OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONALS!

” | SMITH COUNTY BAR

FQUNDATION

SMITH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION




ON SALENOW

Bring friends and family to celebrate justice,
the rule of law, and our legal community!

Friday * May 1 = 5:30-7:00p
Cascades Country Club

Purchase Your Tickets Today!

_: t :I
Law Day Tickets ‘
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Tired of doom-scrolling?
Waiting for court giving you a case of the Mondays?
Perk yourself up by using your phone for good!

RAY THOMAS ~ SARAH GLOWER KEATHLEY
VOTING IS OPEN UNTIL APRIL 30!

STATE BAR of TEXAS

ELECTIONS
2026 APriL1-30

TEXASBAR.COM /ELECTIONS

It’s time to vote for your State Bar leaders. Learn about the
candidates and cast your vote before April 30.

And, early giving for East Texas Giving Day is
now open. Supportyour Bar Foundation and
332 other regional nonprofits!
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From the Honorable Sara Mayvnard,
County Court at Law 2

In Smith County, approximately 40% of family law case filings are
from self-represented litigants. This is a significant shift in that
docket, and an increasing challenge in processing these cases
efficiently and effectively. On behalf of the Settlement Week
committee of the Smith County Bar Association & Foundation, it
Is my sincere hope that Settlement Week will offer the
opportunity to resolve some of these cases expediently.

We are in need of volunteer mediators for 1-2 hour sessions
during the week of May 11-15, with self-represented litigants.
Even if you have never mediated a case, please sign up. We will
schedule experienced mediators to for cases in the morning, and
allow less-experienced mediators to “shadow” them (if needed).
Additionally, there will be a one hour FREE CLE during the first
week of May to help prepare for these abbreviated mediations.

This should help to alleviate backlog in the family law docket
(benefitting the attorneys), offer younger lawyers an opportunity
to expand their practices in a new area, and proceeds will benefit
the Smith County Bar Foundation.

To request a mediator application, please email Beth at
ed@smithcountybar.com.
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The Smith County Bar Foundation is
proud to work with Tyler Junior
College’s Paralegal program and Lone
Star Legal Aid to present People’s Law
School.

Many thanks to our incredible
professors:

Alex Castetter Kenneth Hughes
Christina Davis Hon. Reeve Jackson
Leigh Hunt Goodson Hon. James Meredith
Monique Hammond Danny Noteware
Hon. Jim Huggler Meme Thomas

FEAULTS AND LEASE Tk RMINATI( IND

People’s.2 %3, School

April 11, 2026
Tyler Junior College
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Adams, Craig
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alexander, Jon
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Adam
Allen, Marisa
Ames, Amy
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Roger
Arroyo, Belinda
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
Barkley, Alicia
Bartles, Cate
Beall, Tab

Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John
Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Blalock, Amy
Bonner, Ben
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Boynton, Gaye
Bracken, Jr., Ashley
Brantley, Stafford
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Brown[ee, Kevin
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert
Burton, CJ

Bush, David

Camp, Carrie
Ccmpbell, Bradley
Carian, Delia
Carroll, Marcus
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Castetter, Alex
Christie, Carey
Clark, Collen
Coker, Mike
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily
Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Correa, Lee
Cothern, Don
Cotten, Jeffre
Courington, Will
Cowarf, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian
Craig, James
Crowford, Jennifer
Crozier, Levi

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davidson, Thad
Davis, Christina
Davis, Hon. Leonard
Davis, Hon. Michael
Davis, Robert
Davis, Stafford
Deen, Jennifer

2025-26 SCBA MEMBERSHIP
HELP US FILL THE PAGE - INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN!

Derryberry, Daryl
DeVasto, Hon. Diane
Dickeson, Kearby
Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice
Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Donnell, Michael
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl

Drott, Kyle

Drott, Natalie
Dutton, Kevin

Early, April
Echzis, ?im
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edward
Essex, Theodore
Evans, Ill, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Files, Buck

Filla, Beth
Findlay, Eric
Flanery, Matt
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler
Frost, David

Gaenzle, Emily
Gazette, Mike
Gibbins, Daniel
Giddens, Kevin
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Goodwin, Grant
Grant, Darren
Grant, Ryan

Gray, Julie
Greenslade, John
Griffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie

Guerro, Jacob
Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. Judit
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesle
Hindman, goberf
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bill
Hoyle, Hon. Brian

Hudson, David
Huggler, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ischy, Ashley
Isenberg, Cecilia

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Cameron
Jackson, Gary
Jackson, Hon. Reeve
Jones, Linda

Jones, Mike

Jordan, Kyle

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steven
Keathley, Sarah
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat
Kenner, Traci
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Kimmel, Gre
Kinghorn, Austin
Knight, Grace
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mary
Kombos, Kate
Kummerfield, Ha
Kummerfield, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim
Landers, Gary
Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard
Lottmann, Staton
Love, Hon. John

Machicek, Lucas
Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
Maynard, Hon. Sara
McArthur, Patrick
McCullough, Hon. Amy
McDonald, Hugh
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Metcalf, Vance
Mikkelsen, Emil
Milam, Matthew
Millslagle, Matt
Millslagle, Mollie
Mims, Bobby
Minton, John
Mitchell, Hon. Nicole
Morrison, John
Mundo, Yuri
Muralidhar, Sravanesh
Myers, Sara

Navarro, Andy
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, Mandy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie
Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Orrostieta, Yaziri
Owens, Chelsea

Pace, John Roddy
Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patteson, Richard
Patterson, Mike
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan

Porter, Gre%
Porter, Leig
Porter, Madeline
Pulpan, Colleen
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scott
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Ross, Kristina
Roosth, Sam
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Saleh, Jamie
Salinas, Melannie
Sanders, Alan
Schoenbrun, Ron
Searcy, Hon. Joshua
Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau
Sirianni, Casey
Sirianni, Kasey
Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack
Sloan, Virginia
Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Nolan
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Soin, Robert
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Stewart, Reann
Stever, Bryan
Stiffler, Krystina
Stinson, Andrew
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thauwald, Nathan
Thomas, John
Thomas, Meme
Thompson, Blake
Thigpen, Al
Thigpen, Joe
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vickery, Ron
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, Ill, John
Watkins, Katryna
Whalen, James
Wharton, Alan

White, Hon. Clay
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wood, Jeff

Wood, Morgan
Worthen, Hon. James
Wulf, Cheryl

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
Young, Betty
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6115 New CopelandRd. s

The State Bar of Texas cordially
invites you and your family
to the
New Lawyers Induction Ceremony
Monday, April27,2026 at 10:00 a.m.

Bass Concert Hall
2350 Robert Dedman Dr.
Austin, Texas

Refreshments will be provided

Alyson A. Martinez, President Santos Vargas, President
Texas Young Lawyers Association State Bar of Texas
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Texas Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers 1s an association of
groups of lawyers and law students across Texas supporting
each other in recovery from a wide variety of issues.

Join us for our 34™ Annual Convention, June 5-7, at the Hotel
Viata in Austin, which will feature personal stories of
recovery, as well as discussions on addictions and mental
health i1ssues in the legal profession, wellness experiences
and more!

More information and registration can be found at
https://www.txlcl.org/




PAGE I THE ADVOCATE VOLUME 29, ISSUE 10

pest EP

Supporting attorneys in trial for more than 20 years

Trial presentation obstacles
are our expertise

In-Trial Evidence
Presentation & Consulting

Trial Equipment &
Technology Rental

Deposition Synch & Clip
Editing

Mock Trials, Mediations &
Arbitrations

PowerPoints, Timelines &
More.

Click Here

<Ah>
ssss Www.best-ep.com

Q 903-221-9727

__ Bryan Stever, Owner | I bstever@best-ep.com
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KATE KOMBOS & ASSOCIATES
APPRAISAL SERVICES, LLC

COURT-READY PERSONAL PROPERTY
APPRAISALS

WHY CHOOSE US?

Accredited Member of International
Society of Appraisers

USPAP Compliant & Methodical
Expert Witness Experience

Defensible, Well-Documented Reports

Independent, Third-Party Opinions

Insurance Expertise, Divorce,
KATE KOMBOS, vs. Probate, Trust

ISA Accredited Member

Consultations Available
903.752.1492
kate@katekombosappraisals.com

katekombosappraisals.com INTERNATIONAL
SOCIETY ¢/ APPRAISERS

Accredited Member
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ATTORNEYS, BANKERS AND CPAS "

o e

HAPPY HOUR

APRIL30|5T0 7 P.M.JAVI’S - TYLER | FREE FOR MEMBERS!

Join TXCPA East Texas in Tyler for a FREE
ABC Happy Hour at Javi's, bringing together
Attorneys, Bankers, and CPAs from across the
community. This relaxed networking event is
designed to spark meaningful conversations,
build strategic relationships, and strengthen
cross-industry collaboration.

register here!

Members are encouraged to invite colleagues
from the legal and banking professions to join
the conversation.
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A REGIONS

PRIVATE WEALTH MANAGEMENT

IS PLEASED TO HOST

liklok, Tweets & [exas Ethics:
Navigating social Media Pitfalls

Presented by Maya Brill, Wealth Strategist

WEDNESDAY, MAY 6, 2026 | 3:30PM - 5:00PM
HOLLYTREE COUNTRY CLUB, HOLLYTREE ROOM

6700 HOLLYTREE DR.
TYLER, TX 75703

APPROVED FOR ONE-HOUR OF TEXAS ETHICS CLE CREDIT
LIGHT HORS D'OEUVYRES & DRINKS WILL BE SERVED

SEATING IS LIMITED, PLEASE RSVP

colton.toreson@regions_com




PAGE I5 THE ADVOCATE VOLUME 29, ISSUE I0

YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS
SUMMIT

TYLER AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

“A CLEAR VISION FOR GROWING AND SUCCEEDING PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY IN TYLER”

MONDAY, NOV. 16, 2026
MAYFAIR BUILDING
11:00AM - 5:00PM

NETWORKING HAPPY HOUR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

AGENDA:

REGISTRATION & LUNCH
CHET GARNER “THE DAYTRIPPER”, KEYNOTE
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
“TYLER TOMORROW?” PANEL
“BUILDING A CAREER WITH PURPOSE” PANEL
NETWORKING HAPPY HOUR

m\# CHAMBER MEMBER: $120
& Guy\&r ’’’’’ NON-MEMBER: $150
Area Chamber SPONSORSHIPS AVAI LABI.E

of Commerce

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT TYLERTEXAS.COM
OR CONTACT GRANT INGRAM - GINGRAM@TYLERTEXAS.COM
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Thank you for your
confinued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!

VOLUME 29, ISSUE 10

W SMITH COUNTY BAR

FOUNDATION

Impencnr SCB Daues

SCBF Board Meeting
April 8, Wilson Elser conference room, 12 - 1p

2-hour CLE
April 10, Coftton Belt Building & Willow Brook
Country Club, 10:30 am—1p

People’s Law School
April 11, Tyler Junior College, 9a-noon

SCYLA Board Meeting
April 16, Hager Firm conference room, 12 - 1p

SCBA Board Meeting
April 23, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

LAW DAY
May 1, Cascades Country Club, 5:30p - 7:00p

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deductiong Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates
and options!
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The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
903-526-2700
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