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“We the People 
of the United 
States, in Order 
to form a more 
perfect 
Union...” 

 

You know, when the Founding 
Fathers wrote those words back in 
1787, they must’ve known we’d still 
be debating what “more perfect” 
means 237 years later. 

Constitution Day commemorates the 
formation and signing of the U.S. 
Constitution by thirty-nine brave 
men wearing wool coats, breeches 
and maybe a powdered wig or two, 
crammed into a room the size of a 
large school room on September 
17th. That’s like trying to have a 
family meeting at Thanksgiving, 
except the stakes are the future of 
America and everyone’s wearing 
really uncomfortable pants. 

And together, they wrote a more 
perfect and surprisingly concise 
document. The U.S. Constitution has 
4,400 words. It is the oldest and 
shortest written Constitution of any 
major government in the world. For 
perspective, that’s shorter than most 
terms of service agreements we click 
“agree” on without reading.  
 
Yet somehow, this 4,400-word 
document has kept us going for over 
two centuries. 

 
 
 

 
As members of the bar, we’re not 
just lawyers. We’re guardians of this 
Constitution. Every time we argue a 
case, file a motion, or explain to a 
client their rights, we’re participating 
in this grand experiment in self-
governance. 

Join us in celebrating Constitution 
Day through attending the 12th Court 
of Appeals oral argument, which is 
taking place at TJC, and together, 
let’s show our love for the United 
States of America and the blessings 
of freedom our Founding Fathers 
secured for us. 
The Constitution gave us the 
framework for everything we do: due 
process, equal protection, the right to 
a speedy trial (“speedy” might be the 
sometimes debatable part), and yes, 
even the right to remain silent—
though good luck getting some 
clients to exercise that one. 

So here’s to the Constitution! May it 
continue to perplex law students, 
inspire Supreme Court justices, and 
keep America strong for generations 

to come.  
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Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

 

Constitution Day 

September 17, Tyler Junior College, 10a - 1p 

 

SCBF Board Meeting 
September 10, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCYLA Board Meeting 
September 18, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCBA Board Meeting 
September 25, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

 

Red Mass 
October 6, 423 S. Broadway, 6p 

TAALP Joint Luncheon for Area Judges 
October 24, Hollytree Country Club, 11 - 1p 

 

SCBA Office Closed 
October 6—17 

 

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

903-526-2700  
or email: ed@smithcountybar.com  

Web site: www.smithcountybar.com  

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 

Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 

 

https://www.smithcountybar.com
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=305&club_id=401804&item_id=7632
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=305&club_id=401804&item_id=7632
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=305&club_id=401804&item_id=7632
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804
https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=60&club_id=401804

