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| Fellow Members,

By 1891, the Texas
Supreme Court was
drowning. The state’s
population had
boomed, and disputes
along with it, involving
___~ 7"  railroads crisscrossing
East Texas, land conflicts, and the
end of the cattle drive era turning into
litigation. Three justices were riding
circuit, staring at a docket with no
bottom, and something had to give.

Marisa

So Texas did what Texas does when
the stakes are high: it built something
great. Voters approved a
constitutional amendment which
accomplished three structural
changes. It established the Texas
Court of Criminal Appeals,
intermediate civil appellate courts, and
permanently seated the Texas
Supreme Court in Austin. The
legislature got to work in 1892 and
stood up the first three courts of
appeals in Galveston, Fort Worth, and
Austin. With three intermediate
appellate courts consisting of three
judges per panel, justice was
distributed across the geography of a
state too big and too busy for any
single bench to handle alone.

The idea was simple and right. Justice
should be close to home, it should be
consistent, and it should be handled
by judges who know the region they
serve. Those who drew up that 1891
amendment understood that the rule
of law runs on institutional steadiness.
Steady, principled review earns the
trust of the people who depend on it.

Which brings me to our Chief Justice
Jim Worthen, who is giving our entire
Bar a gift of deep-rooted knowledge.
Chief Justice Worthen is a seventh-
generation Texan who grew up in Big

Sandy, practiced law in Tyler for
eighteen years, joined the 12th Court
in 1999, and became its Chief Justice
on January 1, 2003. He has been at
that helm for over twenty years. But
he didn’t just lead this court. He
studied it deeply enough to write a law
review article on the entire
organizational history of intermediate
appellate courts in Texas from 1892 to
2003, which was published in South
Texas Law Review, Fall, 2004. The
man who has quietly kept the
machinery of East Texas justice
running also took the time to
understand exactly how that
machinery was built and why it
matters.

In April, Chief Justice Worthen is
hosting a two-hour CLE on the history
and future of the very court he has led
for over two decades. This is not a
CLE you attend for the credit. This is
the kind of thing you attend because
you will never get this chance again.
And there will be no “catching it later”
web replay at your desk. This is a live,
in person event only.

It begins at 10:30 in the courtroom
itself. Go sit in the room for a deep
look at the history of the 12th Court:
the justices who shaped it, the
decisions that defined it, and how it
has evolved in its contributions to
justice in East Texas. Then from 11:45
to 1:00, the conversation moves to
Willow Brook Country Club for a look
at where the court goes from here.

The people who built this system in
1891 understood that good courts are
built slowly, tended carefully, and
handed forward with intention. Chief
Justice Worthen has spent his career
proving them right. Come hear him tell
it. |
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April is your chance to earn multiple CLE credits.
Attend this 2-part session on the 12'" Court of
Appeals & earn 2 CLE hours (vith %2 hour of ethics)!

This CLE will start at the current 12™ Court of Appeals in the Cotton
Belt building at 10:30 am and will finish with lunch at Willow Brook
starting at 11:45.

Must attend both sessions for 2 hours of CLE.

12th COURT OF APPEALS:
the Past, Present, & Future

*

PRESENTED BY
Chief Justice James Worthen,
Twelfth Court of Appeals

Ob0)
APRIL 10, 2026 | R P P
Cotton Belt Building, Suite 354 | A
1517 W. Front St. [ 10:30 - 11:15 am

Willow Brook Country Club | 11:45 am - 1:00 \ .
Lunch included with registrg{ion fee. CLE Kegirtration

[.50 ethics hour] {

If registering through our website, please make sure to Io%;_ in to
your member account first! If you have problems or would Tike to
2 pay at the event, email Beth at ed@smithcountybar.com .

The SCBA is an accredited sponsor, approved by the State Bar of Texas,

Committee on MCLE. This course has been approved in the amount of 2.0
AT credit hours of professional responsibility, if attend both sessions.
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Have friends or family members that are always
looking for free legal advice? Send them our way
and have them register for People’s Law School!

People’s Law School =
\\//

Curious about your legal rights? Want to
better understand the legal system? Join us
for FREE classes taught by local attorneys
and judges, covering Fracucal legal topics
that affect everyday life

Register today - it’s free!

SCAN to REGISTER
m SMITH COUNTY BAR

F OUNDATION PARALEGAL LONE STAR
ofhe Lol ot o 00 Yo LEGALAID




STATE BAR uf TEXAS

LAW DAY

the ‘lexas Constitution and the Rule of Law

SAVE THE DATE

2026
LAW DAY CELEBRATION

May 1, 2026
Cascades Country Club
5:30 - 7:00 pm

Mark your calendars for an evening celebration of our
Smith County legal community, most especially
Mr. Otis Carroll, Jr., the 2026 Justinian Honoree.

m SMITH COUNTY BAR

FOUNDATION
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— Sponsorship opportunities are now available for Law Day
SMITH COUNTY BAR 2026! Email or call Beth for more information.
FOUNDATION beth@smithcountybar.com
[ Lawoay | - &

— 903-526-2700
BAR SPONSORS - $2,500 (Limit 2) DECOR SPONSORS - $1,500 (Limit 4)
 Reserved Table for 10 o Reserved Table for 10
o Company/Logo/Personal name on table sign o Company/Logo/Personal name on table sign
¢ Logo & name displayed on drink stations at the event * Signage by entertainment & display areas
e Sponsor name listed on program & print material at e Sponsor name listed on program & print material at
event event
e Sponsor name listed on website e Sponsor name listed on website
* Recognition from the podium during the event ¢ Recognition from the podium during the event
FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD SPONSOR - $1,250 FRIEND OF THE COURT SPONSOR - $600
. * R d Seating for 4
Resenved Table for 8 ) . Cgsrgp%eny/ggg/%e?;onal name on table sign
o Company/Logo/Personal name on table sign * Sponsor name listed on program
» Sponsor name prominently displayed throughout the event : Sponsor name listed in print material at event

: ) ’ Sponsor name listed on website
¢ Sponsor name listed on program & print material at event

e Sponsor name listed on website ADVOCATE SPONSOR - $300
¢ Recognition from the podium during the event ¢ Reserved seating for 2

¢ Sponsor name listed in print material at event
e Sponsor name listed onp\f\].ebsite

\ MAY I, 2026
LAW DAY
the Texas Constilution and The Rule of Law

5:30 - 7:00PM

MARCH CLE -
Even War Has Rules

Retired Marine Staff Sergeant Ron Green,
with the American Red Cross, spoke on
International Humanitarian Law, rules of
engagement, and associated implications
at our March 13 CLE.

Thanks to Meme Thomas for the program!
Have a CLE topic? Send Beth a note!
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Adams, Craig
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alexander, Jon
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Adam
Allen, Marisa
Ames, Amy
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Roger
Arroyo, Belinda
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
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Beall, Tab

Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John
Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Blalock, Amy
Bonner, Ben
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Boynton, Gaye
Bracken, Jr., Ashley
Brantley, Stafford
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Browniee, Kevin
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert
Burton, CJ

Bush, David

Camp, Carrie
Ccmpbell, Bradley
Carian, Delia
Carroll, Marcus
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Castetter, Alex
Christie, Carey
Clark, Collen
Coker, Mike
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily
Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Correaq, Lee
Cothern, Don
Cotten, Jeffre
Courington, Will
Cowarf, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian
Craig, James
Crcwford, Jennifer
Crozier, Levi

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davis, Christina
Davis, Hon. Leonard
Davis, Hon. Michael
Davis, Robert
Davis, Stafford
Deen, Jennifer
Derryberry, Daryl

2025-26 SCBA MEMBERSHIP
HELP US FILL THE PAGE - INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN!

DeVasto, Hon. Diane
Dickeson, Kearby
Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice
Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Donnell, Michael
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl

Drott, Kyle

Drott, Natalie
Dutton, Kevin

Early, April

Echz s, ?im
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edward
Evans, lll, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Filla, Beth
Findlay, Eric
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler
Frost, David

Gaenzle, Emily
Gazette, Mike
Gibbins, Daniel
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Goodwin, Grant
Grant, Ryan

Gray, Julie
Greenslade, John
Griffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie

Guerro, Jacob
Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. Judi?%
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesle
Hindman, %oberf
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bill
Hoyle, Hon. Brian
Hudson, David
Huggler, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ischy, Ashley
Isenberg, Cecilia

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Cameron
Jackson, Gary
Jackson, Hon. Reeve
Jones, Linda

Jones, Mike

Jordan, Kyle

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steven
Keathley, Sarah
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat
Kenner, Traci
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Kimmel, Greg
Kinghorn, Austin
Knight, Grace
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mary
Kombos, Kate
Kummerfield, Ha
Kummerfield, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim
Landers, Gary
Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard
Lottmann, Staton
Love, Hon. John

Machicek, Lucas
Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
Maynard, Hon. Sara
McArthur, Patrick
McCullough, Hon. Amy
McDonolc?, Hugh
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Metcalf, Vance
Mikkelsen, Emil
Milam, Matthew
Millslagle, Matt
Millslagle, Mollie
Mims, Bobby

Minton, John
Mi’fcheil, Hon. Nicole
Morrison, John
Mundo, Yuri
Muralidhar, Sravanesh
Myers, Sara

Navarro, Andy
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, Mandy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie
Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Orrostieta, Yaziri

Pace, John Roddy
Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patteson, Richard
Patterson, Mike
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan

Porter, Gre
Porter, Leig?l
Porter, Madeline
Pulpan, Colleen
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scott
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Ross, Kristina
Roosth, Sam
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Saleh, Jamie
Salinas, Melannie
Sanders, Alan
Schoenbrun, Ron
Searcy, Hon. Joshua
Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau
Sirianni, Casey
Sirianni, Kasey
Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack
Sloan, Virginia
Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Nolan
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Soin, Robert
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Stewart, Reann
Stever, Bryan
Stiffler, Krystina
Stinson, Andrew
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thauwald, Nathan
Thomas, John
Thomas, Meme
Thompson, Blake
Thigpen, Joe
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vickery, Ron
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, Ill, John
Watkins, Katryna
Whalen, James
Wharton, Alan

White, Hon. Clay
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wood, Jeff

Wood, Morgan
Worthen, Hon. James
Wulf, Cheryl

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
Young, Betty
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WHY WE DO BLOOD
DRIVES....

Many thanks to the 12 donors that gave 14 units of
blood at the Carter BloodCare/Smith County Bar mobile
blood drive! That translates to more than 40 lives being
impacted by a simple process that takes less than an
hour. On top of that great feeling of helping others, we
also received these great sweatshirts.

What cool gift should we try for next time?

EAST TEXAS
GIVING DAY

to EastTexasGivingDay.org

Smith County Bar Foundation

a minimum of only $10!

o CELERRATE share the fun with friends & family!
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The State Bar of Texas cordially
invites you and your family
to the
New Lawyers Induction Ceremony
Monday, April27,2026 at 10:00 a.m.

Bass Concert Hall
2350 Robert Dedman Dr.
Austin, Texas

Refreshments will be provided

Alyson A. Martinez, President Santos Vargas, President
Texas Young Lawyers Association State Bar of Texas

PARKING
AVAILABLE

LR
SAN JACINTO GARAGE

220) SAN JACINTO BLYD,

(EMNTAAMCE OM TRINITY $TJ

MANOR GARAGE

01T ROBZRT DEDMAN D

(EMTRAMCES DM ROZEAT DEZDMAMN AND

CLYDE LITTLEFIZLD)
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Texas Lawyers Concerned for Lawyers 1s an association of
groups of lawyers and law students across Texas supporting
each other in recovery from a wide variety of issues.

Join us for our 34™ Annual Convention, June 5-7, at the Hotel
Viata in Austin, which will feature personal stories of
recovery, as well as discussions on addictions and mental
health i1ssues in the legal profession, wellness experiences
and more!

More information and registration can be found at
https://www.txlcl.org/
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Call for Nominations

CHIEF JUSTICE JACK POPE PROFESSIONALISM AWARD

The Texas Center for Legal Ethics is now accepting nominations for the 18th annual Chief
Justice Jack Pope Professionalism Award. The Award is presented to an appellate lawyer or
judge who epitomizes the highest level of professionalism and integrity.

The Award honors one of the Center’s three founders, former Chief Justice Jack Pope, who
was the recipient of the inaugural Award in 2009. Both active and retired lawyers and
judges are eligible. The 2026 Pope Award will be presented at the Texas Supreme Court
Historical Society Dinner in September 2026.

Nominations should include a one-page explanation of the nominee’s qualifications, as
well as the nominee’s biography, resume, or CV.

Deadline for nominations: May 1, 2026.

Email nominations to: Mail nominations to:
Texas Center for Legal Ethics Texas Center for Legal Ethics
Info@legalethicstexas.com PO Box 12487

Austin, TX 78711
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pest EP

Supporting attorneys in trial for more than 20 years

Trial presentation obstacles
are our expertise

In-Trial Evidence
Presentation & Consulting

Trial Equipment &
Technology Rental

Deposition Synch & Clip
Editing

Mock Trials, Mediations &
Arbitrations

PowerPoints, Timelines &
More.

Click Here

<Ah>
ssss Www.best-ep.com

Q 903-221-9727

__ Bryan Stever, Owner | I bstever@best-ep.com
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Vacancy Announcement - Legal Assistant (OA)

Holland, Kelly (USATXE)
Human Resources Specialist

1 min read

The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Eastern District of Texas has
posted a vacancy announcement for the following position:

Title: Legal Assistant (OA)

Series, Grade: GS-0986-6/7

No. of Positions Available: 1

Location: Tyler, TX

Opening Date: Thursday, March 12, 2026

Closing Date: Thursday, March 26, 2026

Who May Be Considered: DE - United States Citizens,
Merit Staffing, Government-Wide (All)

JOB DETAILS AND APPLICATION PROCESS CAN
BE FOUND AT
USAJOBS.GOV/JOB/860829200
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YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS
SUMMIT

TYLER AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

“A CLEAR VISION FOR GROWING AND SUCCEEDING PERSONALLY AND PROFESSIONALLY IN TYLER”

MONDAY, NOV. 16, 2026
MAYFAIR BUILDING
11:00AM - 5:00PM

NETWORKING HAPPY HOUR IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

AGENDA:

REGISTRATION & LUNCH
CHET GARNER “THE DAYTRIPPER”, KEYNOTE
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
“TYLER TOMORROW?” PANEL
“BUILDING A CAREER WITH PURPOSE” PANEL
NETWORKING HAPPY HOUR

m\# CHAMBER MEMBER: $120
& Guy\&r ’’’’’ NON-MEMBER: $150
Area Chamber SPONSORSHIPS AVAI LABI.E

of Commerce

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT TYLERTEXAS.COM
OR CONTACT GRANT INGRAM - GINGRAM@TYLERTEXAS.COM
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Thank you for your
confinued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!
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W SMITH COUNTY BAR

FOUNDATION

Impencnr SCB Daues

CLE
March 13, Willow Brook Country Club, 12 - 1p

SCBF Board Meeting
March 18, People’s Petroleum Building, 12 - 1p

SCYLA Board Meeting
March 19, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

SCBA Board Meeting
March 26, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

2-hour CLE
April 10, Coftton Belt Building & Willow Brook
Country Club, 10:30 am—1p

People’s Law School
April 11, Tyler Junior College, 9a-noon

LAW DAY
May 1, Cascades Country Club, 5:30p - 7:00p

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deductiong Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates

and options!
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The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
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