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Fellow Members, 

By 1891, the Texas 
Supreme Court was 
drowning. The state’s 
population had 
boomed, and disputes 
along with it, involving 
railroads crisscrossing 

East Texas, land conflicts, and the 
end of the cattle drive era turning into 
litigation. Three justices were riding 
circuit, staring at a docket with no 
bottom, and something had to give. 

So Texas did what Texas does when 
the stakes are high: it built something 
great. Voters approved a 
constitutional amendment which 
accomplished three structural 
changes. It established the Texas 
Court of Criminal Appeals, 
intermediate civil appellate courts, and 
permanently seated the Texas 
Supreme Court in Austin. The 
legislature got to work in 1892 and 
stood up the first three courts of 
appeals in Galveston, Fort Worth, and 
Austin. With three intermediate 
appellate courts consisting of three 
judges per panel, justice was 
distributed across the geography of a 
state too big and too busy for any 
single bench to handle alone. 

The idea was simple and right. Justice 
should be close to home, it should be 
consistent, and it should be handled 
by judges who know the region they 
serve. Those who drew up that 1891 
amendment understood that the rule 
of law runs on institutional steadiness. 
Steady, principled review earns the 
trust of the people who depend on it. 

Which brings me to our Chief Justice 
Jim Worthen, who is giving our entire 
Bar a gift of deep-rooted knowledge. 
Chief Justice Worthen is a seventh-
generation Texan who grew up in Big  

 

Sandy, practiced law in Tyler for 
eighteen years, joined the 12th Court 
in 1999, and became its Chief Justice 
on January 1, 2003. He has been at 
that helm for over twenty years. But 
he didn’t just lead this court. He 
studied it deeply enough to write a law 
review article on the entire 
organizational history of intermediate 
appellate courts in Texas from 1892 to 
2003, which was published in South 
Texas Law Review, Fall, 2004. The 
man who has quietly kept the 
machinery of East Texas justice 
running also took the time to 
understand exactly how that 
machinery was built and why it 
matters. 

In April, Chief Justice Worthen is 
hosting a two-hour CLE on the history 
and future of the very court he has led 
for over two decades. This is not a 
CLE you attend for the credit. This is 
the kind of thing you attend because 
you will never get this chance again. 
And there will be no “catching it later” 
web replay at your desk. This is a live, 
in person event only. 

It begins at 10:30 in the courtroom 
itself. Go sit in the room for a deep 
look at the history of the 12th Court: 
the justices who shaped it, the 
decisions that defined it, and how it 
has evolved in its contributions to 
justice in East Texas. Then from 11:45 
to 1:00, the conversation moves to 
Willow Brook Country Club for a look 
at where the court goes from here. 

The people who built this system in 
1891 understood that good courts are 
built slowly, tended carefully, and 
handed forward with intention. Chief 
Justice Worthen has spent his career 
proving them right. Come hear him tell 
it. 
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Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

 

CLE 
March 13, Willow Brook Country Club, 12 - 1p 

SCBF Board Meeting 
March 18, People’s Petroleum Building, 12 - 1p 

SCYLA Board Meeting 
March 19, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

SCBA Board Meeting 
March 26, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p 

 

2-hour CLE 
April 10, Cotton Belt Building & Willow Brook 
Country Club, 10:30 am—1p 

People’s Law School 
April  11, Tyler Junior College, 9a-noon 

LAW DAY 
May 1, Cascades Country Club, 5:30p - 7:00p 

 

 

  

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 
Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 
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