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“l don’t know where I'm
going from here, but |
promise it won’t be
boring.” --David Bowie

As we all move either
eagerly or begrudgingly
into the New Year, | am
reminded of this quote by that great legal
scholar, David Bowie. It manifests to me a
great idea that we should always embrace
forward movement and excitement of
what lies ahead. 2026 will absolutely be
great and exciting and successful (and
contrary to Mr. Bowie, we DO know
where we are going from here...).

Matt Rowan

By now, many of you realize this isn’t our
fair leader, Marisa Allen. She has
graciously loaned me (no doubt with
much post-decision regret) this opening
letter to wish each of you a Happy New
Year and set forth all the great things that
the Bar Association and Bar Foundation
are working on to make 2026 decidedly
“not boring.” | have been blessed to be
your President of the Bar Foundation
now for six months and remain amazed at
the generosity, ability, and stunning talent
present in Smith County within our legal
profession. The Smith County Bar
Association does a stellar job of
supporting all of our legal professionals
with CLE, meetings, opportunities to
serve and recognition of great
accomplishments. This will be exemplified
in our annual Law Day celebration this
year in early May. We look forward to a
wonderful event that celebrates all of our
hardworking legal professionals and
extols the virtues of the Rule of Law —
and we would like to invite each of you
to support Law Day so that it can be the
celebration it needs to be! Hats off to
Micah Terry and Cristina Davis for co-
chairing this event.

The Foundation will continue to be the
arm of our bar in reaching out to the
community and providing support,
education and information to the public
about all the ways that the legal
profession can assist or encourage them.
We will continue to build our scholarship
fund, which is now able to provide two
$1000 scholarships to students entering
college or trade school for legal related
professions. We have only been able to
reach these amounts due to your amazing
generosity and support — thank you! But,
we want to do more and need your
continued help. Donations to the SCBF
Scholarship fund will impact more and
more students, thereby impacting the
future of the Smith County legal world.

Also, please consider joining the
Foundation as a member, if you have not
already. We are transitioning to a
membership model to create reliable
funding each year to support our great
events. Your membership dues go
directly to fulfilling the SCBF’s mission of
furthering justice and promoting the rule
of law and supporting opportunities such
as Law Day, Constitution Day, People’s
Law School, Volunteer Attorney
programs, scholarships, and other
projects that support our community. If
you have any questions or concerns
about where the money is going and what
we support, | am always more than happy
to answer.

So, | would encourage you to continue to
support the Association and Foundation
with your time, talent and treasure and
join us as we sprint into 2026 eagerly
anticipating a wholly non-boring year!
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THE SCBA WELCOMES YOU TO OUR JANUARY 2026

CLE AT WILLOW BROOK COUNTRY CLUB:

Basics of Immigration
Under the New Administration

PRESENTED BY

BELINDA ARROYO
The Belinda Arroyo Law Office, PLLC

JANUARY 9, 2026
Willow Brook Country Club |12 -1

Lunch included with registration fee.

[.25 ethics hour] CLE Registration

If registering through our website, please make sure to Io?. into
your member account first! If you have problems or would Tike to
pay at the event, email Beth at ed@smithcountybar.com .




MaRe plans to attend the

Tnvestiture
Announcement

for the

Honorable Michael Davis

Monday
February 2, 2026
10a - 12p
Hollytree Country Club

6700 Hollytree Drive
Tyler, Texas
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TITLE SPONSOR £
Clark - Von Plonski - Anderson

FESTIVE SPONSOR
IMS Legal Strategies

PLATINUM
Allen & Thauwald, PC

Biggs & Greenslade, PC
Carroll Maloney Henry & Nelson, PLLC
Mann Tindel Thompson Law Group

GOLD
Boren & Mims, PLLC
Derryberry Zips, PLLC
Griffith Law Offlce, PC
Hommel Law Firm, PC
Perdue Brandon Fielder Collms & Mott, LLP
Pesina Law Firm
Ramer & Flock PC
son Elser

SILVER
Hammond Law Firm, PLLC
Rollings'Wood & Pace
Sinclair Law Office, PC
Starr Schoenbrun & Comte PLLC
Tarry Title

BRONZE
5 /‘eborah Race Law
Hon. Sam Griffith

John & Sara McElroy




MARTIN

WALKER
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2025 HOLIDAY
EXTRAVAGANZA

Huge thanks to Martin Walker
Firm for hosting and to all of our
sponsors - especially our title
sponsor, Clark von Plonski
Anderson, and festive sponsor,
IMS Legal Strategies!
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START 2026 BY USING
YOUR SUPER POWER

FOR YOUR COMMUNITY!

DONATE BLOOD WITH THE SMITH COUNTY
BAR AND CARTER BLOOD CARE CENTER

cf’f@;z JANUARY 23, 2026 )<
PAZA TOWER
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Thinking about becoming a Judge?
Take a step towards that goal at the
2026 High School Mock Trail
competitions!

Saturday, January 31, 2026

-~
3

While volunteering at High School Mock
Trial competitions doesn’t necessarily
advance one’s career to the judiciary, it

probably won’t hurt your career, either!!!

We need volunteers to help judge and score
each competition. Sessions are
agproximately hours each. The event will
e held at the Smith County Courthouse;
first competition begins at 8 am.
Email Beth for more details!
beth@smithcountybar.com
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2025-26 SCBA MEMBERSHIP

HELP US FILL THE PAGE - INVITE A FRIEND TO JOIN!

Adams, Craig
Ainsworth, Jennifer
Alexander, Jon
Alleman, Mick
Allen, Adam
Allen, Marisa
Anderson, Ben
Anderson, Billy
Anderson, Roger
Arroyo, Belinda
Arscott, Cristy

Baker, Joel
Balfour, Joseph
Barkley, Alicia
Bartles, Cate
Beall, Tab

Beam, Joe

Bell, Patrick
Berry, John
Biggs, Kenneth
Birdsong, Lindsey
Black, Dennis
Blalock, Amy
Bonner, Ben
Boren, Mishae
Boyd, Paul
Boynton, Gaye
Bracken, Jr., Ashley
Brantley, Stafford
Bretzke, Karen
Brown, Alan
Brown, Tom
Browniee, Kevin
Buckner, Alesha
Bufe, John

Bunt, Robert
Burton, CJ

Bush, David

Camp, Carrie
Comp[:ell, Bradley
Carian, Delia
Carroll, Marcus
Carroll, Jr., Otis
Castetter, Alex
Christie, Carey-
Clark, Collen
Cook, Randall
Cool, Lily
Coplan, Patricia
Cornelius, Jr., Bill
Correa, Lee
Cothern, Don
Cotten, Jeffre
Courington, Will
Cowart, Tammy
Cozby, Mary Ann
Cozby, Raymond
Craft, Brian
Craig, James
Crowford, Jennifer
Crozier, Levi

Dacus, Deron
Dacus, Shannon
Daughtrey, Amy
Davidson, Don
Davis, Christina
Davis, Hon. Leonard
Davis, Hon. Michael
Davis, Robert
Davis, Stafford
Deen, Jennifer
Derryberry, Daryl
DeVasto, Hon. Diane
Dickeson, Kearby

Dickey, Heath
Dillon, Candice
Dobbs, David
Dollahite, Keith
Dowdy, Alicia
Drott, Earl
Drott, Kyle
Drott, Natalie
Dutton, Kevin

Early, April
Echois, Jim
Embry, Jeff
Eskelson, Randy
Estrada, Edwar
Evans, lll, Jim

Farahnak, Dustin
Ferrier, Kevin
Filla, Beth
Findlay, Eric
Flowers, Celia
Fraser, Gregory
Friedson, Tyler
Frost, David

Gaenzle, Emil
Gazette, Mike
Gibbins, Daniel
Good, Terri
Goodson, Leigh
Goodwin, Grant
Grant, Ryan

Gray, Julie
Greenslade, John
Griffith, Rachael
Griffith, Hon. Sam
Griffith-Beard,
Stephanie

Guerro, Jacob
Gunter, Hon. Debb
Guthrie, Hon. Judit
Guy, Steven

Hager, Fritz

Hager, Sarina

Hall, Carrie
Hamilton, LaRhonda
Hammond, Monique
Hardy, John C.
Hardy, John M.
Harrison, Brett
Hassett, Shaun
Hayes, Kevin

Healy, Sean
Heaton, Hon. Taylor
Heck, Jeff

Hedrick, James
Heindel, Diane
Henry, David

Henry, Diana

Hill, Wesle
Hindman, %ober'f
Hogan, Mike
Holloway, Mary Jo
Hommel, Jr., Bill
Hoyle, Hon. Brian
Hudson, David
Huggler, Jim
Hughes, Karen
Hughes, Logan
Hussey, Margaret
Hyatt, Jonathan

Iglesias, David
Ischy, Ashley
Isenberg, Cecilia

Jackson, Alan
Jackson, Gary
Jackson, Hon. Reeve
Jones, Linda

Jones, Mike

Jordan, Kyle

Karr, McKellar
Kean, Steven
Keeland, Chase
Kelley, Pat
Kenner, Traci
Kent, Jarad
Killough, J. Scott
Kimmel, Greg
Kinghorn, Austin
Knight, Grace
Knowles, Jim
Kolder, Eric
Kolder, Mar
Kombos, Koze
Kummerfield, Ha
Kummerfield, Nathaniel

Lackey, Jr., Walter
Lambeth, Jim
Landers, Gary
Lemons, Bill
Lindley, Justin
Locker, Ryan
Lottmann, Richard
Lottmann, Staton
Love, Hon. John

Maloney, Collin
Martin, Reid
Maynard, Hon. Sara
McArthur, Patrick
McCullough, Hon. Amy
McDonclc?, Hugh
McElroy, John
McElroy, Sara
McFarlin, Holly
McNally, Michael
Metcalf, Vance
Mikkelsen, Emil
Milam, Matthew
Millslagle, Matt
Mims, gobby

Minton, John
Mifcheil, Hon. Nicole
Morrison, John
Mundo, Yuri
Muralidhar, Sravanesh
Myers, Sara

Navarro, Andy
Nelson, Kyle
Nelson, Mandy
Noble, Jim
Northcutt, Annie
Noteware, Danny
Nutt, Haley

Orrostieta, Yaziri

Pace, John Roddy
Parker, Bill
Parker, Chad
Parker, Weldon
Parrish, Jason
Patteson, Richard
Patterson, Mike
Patton, Emily
Payne, John
Perkins, James |.
Pesina, Nick
Pigg, Alan

Porter, Gre
Porter, Leig?-
Porter, Madeline
Pulpan, Colleen
Prather, Clint
Proctor, Coleman
Pullum, Deborah

Race, Deborah
Ramey, Archer
Richardson, Brian
Ritcheson, Doug
Ritcheson, Scott
Roark, Woodrow
Roberts, Bruce
Roberts, Justin
Roberts, Karen
Roberts, Randy
Robertson, Jr., Jim
Rollings, Brian
Ross, Kristina
Roosth, Sam
Rowan, Matt
Russell, Hon. Kerry

Salinas, Melannie
Sanders, Alan
Schoenbrun, Ron

Searcy, Hon. Joshua

Senkyr, Kristen
Shelton, William
Simpson, Tim
Sinclair, Beau
Sirianni, Casey
Sirianni, Kasey

Skeen, Jr., Hon. Jack

Sloan, Virginia
Slyter, Amanda
Smith, Greg
Smith, Nolan
Smithson, Jon
Soares, Marcio
Sorrells, Ryan
Spitzer, Steve
Stewart, Reann
Stever, Bryan
Stiffler, Krystina
Stinson, Andrew
Stutes, Ronald
Sutton, Angela

Tarry, Micah John
Thames, Glenn
Tharpe, Dallas
Thauwald, Nathan
Thomas, John
Thomas, Meme
Thompson, Blake
Thigpen, Joe
Tindel, Andy
Traylor, Gary
Trube, John
Turner, Joseph

Underwood, Travis

VanDeventer, James
Vincent, Lance
Volberding, Wes
Volker, Richard

Waits, Valita
Walker, Ill, John
Watkins, Katryna
Whalen, James
Wharton, Alan
White, Hon. Clay
Whitehurst, Bill
Whitehurst, Bob
Whitehurst, Diane
Wilkerson, Nicholette
Williams, Jim

Willis, Bryan

Wood, Jeff

Wood, Morgan
Worthen, Hon. James
Wulf, Cheryl

Yarbrough, Trey
Yeager, Ruth
Young, Betty
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Supporting attorneys in trial for more than 20 years

Trial presentation obstacles
are our expertise

In-Trial Evidence
Presentation & Consulting

Trial Equipment &
Technology Rental

Deposition Synch & Clip
Editing

Mock Trials, Mediations &
Arbitrations

PowerPoints, Timelines &
More.

Click Here

<Ah>
ssss Www.best-ep.com

Q 903-221-9727

__ Bryan Stever, Owner | I bstever@best-ep.com
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Richards Penn Bonner, LLP, is searching for a_Litigation Associate Attorney.
We are a Texas-based and nationwide law firm with a primary office in East
Texas. We are trial lawyers at our core, representing clients in courtrooms
across Texas and throughout the United States in significant personal injury
cases. Our practice is focused primarily on plaintiff’s personal injury litigation,
with select local family law and general civil litigation matters that require
discretion, empathy, and precision. While our roots are firmly planted in East
Texas, our reach is not. We value stron% advocacy, practical problem-solving,
and lawyers who want to grow into confident, capable trial attorneys. You do
not need to live in Jacksonville or Tyler to be successful in this role. But you
will regularly appear in court/depositions throughout East Texas —including
Rusk, Tyler, Athens, Palestine, Lufkin, Henderson, and Nacogdoches—and you
will also have opportunities to work on and appear in cases across Texas and
throughout the United States on our larger injury cases.

If you want real trial experience without being lost in a firm hierarchy—and you
want your work to matter to your clients—let us know!

What We Are Looking For:
Licensed and in good standing with the Texas State Bar
«1+ year of litigation experience
«Strong legal writing and oral advocacy skills
A genuine desire to become a trial lawyer
«Professional judgment, initiative, and strong work ethic
What We Offer:
+$80,000-%$110,000 base salary, negotiable for the right candidate
(yes, we actually mean that)
-Performance-based bonuses
*Hands-on mentorship and real trial experience
«Opportunities for growth within a expanding statewide and national practice
A supportive, team-oriented firm culture
«No minimum billable hours (yes, we actually mean that too)

Please submit your resume and cover letter to jill@richardspenn.com or
call 903-586-2544
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Congratulations to
the Hager Law Firm
and the best
Christmas door in
Plaza Tower!

complete wih spaghelt and
SYPUP..
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YOU

HAVE
NOTICED

?

Law Pay, My Case, Docket Wise, and AffiniPay are all
now housed under the 8am™ brand? Still the same
great service, just a new name.

As a member of the State Bar of Texas, you can get 3
free months of 8am Law Pay! Find out more through
the member benefits page at texasbar.com.

payment options

SamLaw

d quic
\ated billing reminders. Using 8am

Nvith secure, next

Pay

day deposits

fer convenient and flexit

nd your firm's cash flow

to improve client satistaction
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Thank you for your
continued participation with
and support of the SCBA.

Visit
www.smithcountybar.com
to renew your membership

or join a section!
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SMITH COUNTY BAR

" FOUNDATION

Impencnr SCB Daues

CLE
January 9, Willow Brook Country Club, 12 - 1p

SCYLA Board Meeting
January 15, Genecov Room, 12 - 1p

Joint SCBA/SCBF Board Meeting
January 29, Plaza Tower, 12 - 1p

High School Mock Trial Competitions
January 31, Smith County Courthouse, 8a-5p

Nominations for Award of Excellence and the
Cristy Arscott Libery Bell Award close on
January 9!

Blood Drive at Plaza Tower
January 23 (more information to follow)

Tyler Area Chamber of Commerce’s
Economic Outlook with Dr. Ray Perryman,
January 15
WT Brookshire Conference Center

The SCBFis a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550

Mission Statement

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of
law by providing resources and education to
the community.

Interested in including the SCBF in your
estate planning¢ Have non-cash assets and
would like a charitable deductiong Give me
a call - we can help!
beth@smithcountybar.com

Click here if you would like to honor
someone with a gift to the Foundation.

Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones

Advertising

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?
Call or email Beth to check out member rates
and options!

HELLO

‘L JANUARY

The Advocate is published monthly by
the Smith County Bar Association
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248
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