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It is a new year, and 

with the new year 

comes resolutions, 

hopes, and a fresh 

start.  

Last year, my family 

moved into a “new to 

us house” that came 

with a beautiful 

piano. Having grown 

up taking piano lessons as a little girl, I 

resolved to get out my old piano books 

and practice. After practicing my piano, 

I remarked to my husband how I wished 

I had learned to play more instruments. 

So, for my 44th birthday, my husband - 

who would never be caught dead in a 

jewelry store - picked out a new guitar 

for my birthday present. Learning to 

play said present has been challenging, 

exciting, and humbling. Luckily for me, 

my much cooler and more talented older 

brother is a guitarist and singer 

songwriter, and he has taken pity on me 

with some virtual lessons.  

This new challenge has been a good 

distraction for me as news of strife, 

division and the breakdown of 

collegiality and the rule of law fills my 

news feed, my social media and my 

mind. It is easy to become disheartened 

and believe that nothing I can do can 

make a difference.  

However, a person much wiser than I 

recently reminded me that when I feel 

hopeless, I should keep it local. I can 

work to build community and make a 

difference in MY community, right here 

in Smith County. I can do this by giving 

my time and resources to the Smith 

County Bar Foundation.  

If I see a disregard for the rule of law on 

the national level, then I can work 

locally to promote the rule of law and 

constitutional principles right here in 

Smith County. Each September, the  

 

Smith County Bar Foundation organizes 

Constitution Day at Tyler Junior 

College, where a guest speaker is invited 

to speak about our constitution and its 

importance in our society today for local 

middle, high school and college students.  

In May, the Smith County Bar 

Foundation helps organize and fund 

Law Day, which promotes the rule of 

law in our county.  

If I am disheartened by the tide of young 

people more interested in becoming 

social media influencers than policemen, 

lawyers, or social workers, then I can 

work to inspire young people locally to 

begin a career in the legal profession. 

The Smith County Bar Foundation 

funds a yearly scholarship for a student 

with ties to Smith County who is 

working towards a degree in the legal 

profession.  

If I read in the news about those who 

can’t or don’t know how to exercise their 

rights, then I can work to promote 

access to justice locally. Each Spring, 

the Smith County Bar Foundation 

organizes and funds the People’s Law 

School, where Smith County residents 

can get a DYI crash course on 

navigating the Courts, landlord/tenant 

law, immigration, and other important 

topics. Additionally, the Smith County 

Bar Foundation coordinates a volunteer 

attorney program together with 

Lonestar legal aid to help provide pro 

bono representation to those in our 

community who need it.  

In 2025, I hope that you will join in my 

resolve to keep it local and make a 

difference in Smith County by 

supporting the Smith County Bar 

Foundation.  

A Letter from the SCBF President 

Mandy Nelson 

http://www.smithcountybar.com


 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 2 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  

 
PAGE 3 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 4 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 5 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 6 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 7 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 8 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 9 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 10 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 11 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 12 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

VOLUME 28,   I SSUE 7  PAGE 13 THE ADVOCATE  



 

 

Advertising 

Interested in advertising in The Advocate?  
Call or email Beth to check out member rates 

and options! 

BLOOD DRIVE 
January 3, Plaza Tower, 9a - 4p 

 

SCBA, SCBF, SCYLA Joint Board Meeting 
January 23, Plaza Tower conf. room, 12 - 1:15p 

 

Region 7 High School Mock Trial 
January 25, Smith County Courthouse, 8a -5p 

 
 
 
 
 

New Year’s Day -  
Smith County Courthouse closed! 

January 1  
 

 
The Advocate is published monthly by  

the Smith County Bar Association 
P.O. Box 7248, Tyler, TX 75711-7248 

903-526-2700  

Providing professional development, 
education and service programs for the 

legal profession. 
10-24-07 
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The SCBF is a 501/c/3, EIN 81-0585550 

 
Mission Statement 

Furthering justice and promoting the rule of 

law by providing resources and education to 

the  community.  

 

Interested in including the SCBF in your  

estate planning? Have non-cash assets and 

would like a charitable deduction? Give me 

a call - we can help! 

beth@smithcountybar.com  
a 
 

Click here if you would like to honor  
someone with a gift to the Foundation. 

 
Thanks to all for honoring your loved ones 

 
 

Thank you for your 
continued participation with 

and support of the SCBA. 
 

Visit 
www.smithcountybar.com 
to renew your membership 

or join a section! 

 

We have auto renew! 

https://www.smithcountybar.com/content.aspx?page_id=305&club_id=401804&item_id=7632
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