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STEVE — WIOA Adult

Steve’s journey to success
is a story of determination,
reflection and seizing an
unexpected opportunity.
Before his time in prison,
Steve had nearly 30 years
of experience as a CNC ma-
chinist. Although he had
built a career in this field,
there was always a dream
that remained unfulfilled—
his desire to become a
truck driver. However, rais-
ing a family led him to pri-
oritize stability over pursu-
ing his passion, and so he
stayed the course with CNC
work, even though it nev-
er quite brought him the
same satisfaction.

While serving time in pris-
on, Steve had the opportu-
nity to reflect deeply on his
life and future. During this
time, he met another indi-
vidual involved with the OS
(Offender Success) Reentry
Services program at Mich-
igan Works! West Central
and learned about the
chance to receive training
to earn a commercial driv-
er’s license. This sparked
something in him. Steve
had always wanted to drive,
but life circumstances had
led him to set that dream
aside. Now, as he looked
ahead to his release, he re-
alized that this might be his
moment to turn his dream
into a reality.

In prison, Steve took a
proactive step by filling out
a career questionnaire. De-

spite his extensive experi-
ence in CNC, he boldly stat-
ed he would prefer to get
his CDL and be on the road.
His heart was set on pursu-
ing this long-held dream.
The decision to explore this
path was further strength-
ened after logging more
than 100 hours of CDL sim-
ulator training while incar-
cerated. The more time he
spent behind the wheel,
even in a virtual setting,
the more certain he be-
came that he had made the
right choice.

When early release day
finally arrived, Steve was
pleasantly surprised. He

had forgotten he’d signed
up for CDL training, but
now, with the support of
Michigan  Works!  West
Central and the OS pro-
gram, it was time to move
forward. The OS represen-
tative and the Talent Spe-
cialists at Michigan Works!
West Central, guided Steve
every step of the way. They
helped him enroll in the
training program at FCG
Truck Driver Training, en-
suring he had everything
he needed to succeed.
With dedication and hard
work, Steve completed his
CDL training and is now
ready to start his new ca-

reer on the open road. He
has found his true calling
behind the wheel, and it’s
clear that this was the right
path for him all along.

Steven’s story is a testa-
ment to the power of sec-
ond chances and the ability
to make a fresh start, no
matter where life has tak-
en you. Through his com-
mitment to self-reflection,
the support of Michigan
Works! West Central ‘s OS
Reentry Services program,
and his own determina-
tion, Steve is now on his
way to a fulfilling career
and a brighter future.
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