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JOSEPH — Career Readiness Certificate

Joseph Carpenter, a junior
at Ludington’s Oriole Acade-
my, has demonstrated excep-
tional dedication and perse-
verance as he works toward
earning his Career Readiness
Certificate from Michigan
Works! West Central. The
Career Readiness Certificate
program helps participants
build the skills, experience
and confidence needed to
succeed in today’s work-
force through career explo-
ration, employability train-
ing, resume development,
interview preparation and
hands-on learning opportu-
nities. Participants complete
a professional portfolio and
earn a certificate recognizing
their achievement and work
readiness.

Throughout the school
year, Joseph actively em-
braced opportunities to
prepare for future employ-
ment, consistently showing a
strong work ethic, a positive
attitude and a genuine desire
to learn.

A key part of Joseph’s suc-
cess has been his participa-
tion in employability skills
workshops offered through
Michigan Works! West Cen-
tral. Over the course of the
past year, he attended an
impressive 32 workshops
covering topics such as re-
sume development, inter-
view preparation, workplace
professionalism, communi-
cation, financial literacy and

other essential career-read-
iness skills. Even when at-
tending sessions more than
once, Joseph remained en-
gaged and enthusiastic, of-
ten noting that each work-
shop offered new insights
and valuable perspectives.
His willingness to participate,
ask thoughtful questions and
stay committed to continu-
ous learning made him stand
out among his peers.

Reflecting on his experi-
ence, Joseph shared, “I didn’t
know anything about get-
ting or keeping a job. | have
learned so much.”

Through these experienc-
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es, he has gained not only
practical workforce knowl-
edge, but also the confidence
needed to pursue future ca-
reer opportunities.

Joseph has also taken ad-
vantage of several hands-on
learning experiences beyond
the classroom. He traveled
to Michigan’s State Capitol,
where he met with his State
Representative and discussed
the skills and opportunities
he has gained through Mich-
igan Works! West Central. As
his first visit to the Capitol,
the experience was both ed-
ucational and memorable.

In addition, Joseph ex-

plored various career path-
ways through a Talent Tour
with UA Local 174 Plumb-
ers, Pipefitters and Service
Trades, gaining firsthand
exposure to skilled trades
careers. He also attended
the Dreams to Destinations
Youth Conference, where
he joined students from
across the six-county region
to learn about communica-
tion, leadership, entrepre-
neurship and community
resources.

Joseph’s growth and com-
mitment have left a lasting
impression on those around
him. His Michigan Works!
West Central Talent Special-
ist, Ann Walker, describes
him as “a delight to work
with.”

“He is motivated, driven
and always willing to take
on the next activity or chal-
lenge,” she said. “He never
shies away from hard work
and consistently takes advan-
tage of opportunities to learn
and grow.”

Joseph’s journey is a pow-
erful example of what can be
accomplished through curi-
osity, determination, and a
willingness to step outside
of one’s comfort zone. As
he prepares to enter his se-
nior year, he will continue
building on the strong foun-
dation he has established,
bringing him one step closer
to achieving his career goals
and a successful future.
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