MORGAN COUNTY, UTAH
Winter snow removal and snowplow safety

Where you pile snow can reduce the ridge a plow leaves across your driveway. When you drive,
slow down and give plows plenty of room to work.

Clear your driveway

Pile shoveled or blown snow on your property on the downstream side of your driveway. That is
the side the plow reaches after it passes your driveway, traveling along your side of the road.

If you can do so safely from off the road, clear a small pocket beside the driveway on the side the
plow approaches from. The pocket gives snow from the blade room to collect before the plow
reaches the opening. Some snow may still collect across the driveway.
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Driveway clearing examples

SNOW SHOVELING TIP

Pile snow here
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Clear this area left
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The approach and downstream sides switch when the plow direction reverses.

AVOID THE “SECOND SHOVEL”

Shovel your driveway in the direction of traffic
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Use the travel direction beside your driveway.



Keep snow off public roads

Keep snow and ice from driveways and parking areas on your property and out of streets,
shoulders and other public rights of way. Snow pushed into the road can freeze into icy patches or
ridges. Keep piles low enough for drivers to see approaching traffic.

Snow plows will push snow into

driveways when clearing roads.

This is unavoidable. Snow plows can't clear
roads efficientlv after a storm anv other wav.

TIP : Pile snow to the right of the driveway to reduce the
amount of snow that plows push into your driveway:.

In this view, “right” means downstream.
Give snowplows room

Slow down as you approach a plow and stay at least 200 feet behind it. Avoid passing an active
plow, and never pass on the right. Plow operators have blind spots, and blades can extend into
nearby lanes or onto the shoulder. Blowing snow can hide the plow and the road ahead.

Stay at least 200 feet behind an active plow
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Snowplow blind spots

Plow operators have limited visibility behind and beside their trucks. Give the plow room and avoid
traveling alongside it.

DON’T CROWD

" PLOW

3 TIPS FORDRIVING SAFELY AROUND SNOWPLOWS

Plew drivers
blind spat
Never pass on Don’t assume Use caution when
the shoulder-side plow drivers you approach
of a plow. see you. a plow.
Plows will move snow They have limited Snowplows typically
to the shoulders. fields of vision. operate at 25-35 mph.

Avoid the areas immediately behind and alongside an active plow.

Don’t Crowd the Plow

Stay back at least 200 feet.
See the plow’s mirrors to
ensure the driver can see you.

Slow down. Most winter
crashes are caused by drivers
going too fast for conditions.

Allow at least 200 feet when following a plow.

Morgan County Public Works | 801-845-4047

Utah Highway Patrol Winter Driving Guide



https://uhp.utah.gov/winter-driving-guide/
https://www.morgancountyutah.gov/public-services
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