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Worship & Meditationr

Readings for the week of
September 14, 2025

Sunday:
Nm 21:4b-9/Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37,
38/Phil 2:6-11/Jn 3:13-17

Monday:
1Tm 2:1-8/Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9/Jn 19:25-27 or
Lk 2:33-35

Tuesday:
1 Tm 3:1-13/Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6/
Lk 7:11-17

Wednesday:
1Tm 3:14-16/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 7:31-35

Thursday:
1 Tm 4:12-16/Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10/Lk 7:36-50

Friday:
1Tm 6:2¢c-12/Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20/
Lk 8:1-3

Saturday:
1Tm 6:13-16/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Lk 8:4-15

Next Sunday:
Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8 (see 1a, 7b)/
1Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 or 16:10-13

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

One of my favorite movies is the 1991 comedy What About
Bob? Bill Murray plays a troubled, paranoid hypochondriac
named Bob Wiley who innocently but annoyingly hounds Dr.
Leo Marvin, played by Richard Dreyfuss. Bob is paralyzed by
his fear of, well, everything, and is convinced the psychologist
can heal him. But Dr. Marvin’s failed attempts to heal Bob end
up driving the doctor to attempt to murder Bob. He fails. The
surprise is that, having faced death head on, Bob is suddenly
healed. He attributes his healing to Dr Marvin for break-
through “death therapy.” In facing the cause of his deepest
illness and dysfunction, Bob is healed.

Underneath this light-hearted comedy is a dead-serious
resonance with this week’s feast: the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross. Christ is lifted up on the cross to force us to face the
truth of sin and death. In that reckoning we find healing. Like
Moses’ snake on a pole, the cross says: this is what is causing
your sickness - rebellion, disobedience, sin. Look at it! Don’t
run from it. Now seeing it exposed, we see life. We see our
physician mercifully healing us. In this sense, we are all like
Bob Wiley. The “death therapy” of the cross is our only hope
for healing.

This week | invite you to “exalt the cross.” If you don’t have
one in your house, get one. Use it for prayer. Gaze on it
frequently. It teaches us to not be afraid. It heals us.

— Father John Muir
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Weekday Mass
Wednesdays - 8 a.m.
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Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m.
Sunday (Gospel Mass) 10:00 a.m.
Livestreaming available on our Facebook and YouTube

Saturday, September 13,2025
4pm
For: The People of the Parish

Sunday, September 14,2025
8am
For: The People of the Parish

Baptisms: 4th Sunday of the month except during Lenten
Season

Weddings: Contact the rectory six months prior to desired 10 am Gospel Mass
wedding date For: The People of the Parish

Confessions: One-half hour before Sunday Mass Wednesday, September 17, 2025

For: The People of the Parish
Prayer Line: 508.924.5792 - Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays

at Noon
Bible Study: 508.924.5792 - Thursdays at 6pm
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The Repose of the soul of the Holy Father and for:

Our Parish Family Sick and Shut In: Leonard Anderson, Evangeline
Thompson Antoine, Diane Austin, Nathaniel Banks, Joseph Bates, Jr.,
Barbara Blanchard, Loyce Bradshaw, Charles Braneon, Lorraine Burke,
Barbara Butler, Virginia Butler, Augustine Cain, Dominique Carter, Jessie
Caston, Sr., Jessie Caston, lll, Ginny Clark, Bernadine Coco, Joyce
Coleman, Keith Coleman, Santiago Cooper, Myrna Daniels, Lamar Davis,
Beverly Dapremont, Souleymane Diop, Mr. & Mrs. Donald Dix, Bonnie
Easton, Cameron Fritz, Gilda Griffin, Godfrey Harris, Linda Harris, Wanda
Haydel, Tammi Lynn Howard, Hubert Jarrow, Jr., Ruth Jerome, Jaylen
Johnson, Tommy Johnson, Anna Jones, Evelyn Johnson, Kaylen PROCLAIMER
Johnson, Ruth Kennedy, Felicia Meyers, Edgries Moon, Keith Newton, SCHEDULE
Donna Phillips, Omar Phillips, Thomas Phillips, Joyce Randolph, Deja
Rawles, Ralph Rhea, Sr., Scott Rivera, Kim Roby, Matilda Romero,
Janice Sawyer, Lula Mae Schexnayder, Carrie M. Shedd, Scott Schryver,
Jane Silva, Cindy Sims, Enjoli Sims, Kaila Sims, Kira Sims, Alma M.
Smith, Bill Starr, Marquerite Stepter, Glenda Stewart, Annie Stoot, Sunday, September 21, 2025
Eugene Stoot, Diane Sims Tillman, Perry Tillman, Ill, Sherman Todd, 8am T. Rattler

Betty Williams, Jace Williams, Nedra Wicker and Mandi Young 10am A. Frazier

Announcer: T. Gaines

Saturday, September 20, 2025
4pm V. Osby
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FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE CROSS - Following the tradition of
offering confessions before the Feast of Exaltation, confessions will be offered
in all churches on Wednesday, September 17, 2025 from 5:00 PM - 6:30 PM.
Please consider inviting the healing Christ into your heart with His promise of
mercy.

CONGRATULATIONS TO Ansanta Cole, member of St. Peter Claver Ladies
Auxiliary Court 22, for receiving the “Distinguished Claver Lady Honor” at the
2025 Knights of Peter Claver and Ladies Auxiliary National Convention in
Rockville, Maryland. Ansanta was recognized for the lifesaving care
administered during her travels. Thank you for your service and mission.

NATIONAL SICKLE CELL AWARENESS MONTH - September is National Sickle
Cell Awareness Month. Sickle Cell patients need your help by donating blood
or donating monetarily to help find a cure for this painful disease. Please wear
red on Sunday, September 21* in recognition of Sickle Cell Survivors/Warriors
Month.

TWELTH NIGHT BALL - The 35th Annual Twelfth-Night Ball will be held on
Saturday, January 10, 2026 from 8:00 PM - 12:00 A.M. in the Church Hall. The
contest will begin on Sunday, September 14,2025 and we are currently seeking
contestants to reign as King, Queen and their royal court. Please see any
committee member if you have any questions or to receive a contestant's form.

CCE CLASSES is underway. These classes are a vital part of our parish’s
mission to nurture the faith of our children and youth. To ensure the success of
our program, we are currently seeking dedicated catechists and volunteers to
share the faith and guide our young parishioners on their spiritual journey. No
prior teaching experience is required - just a love for our faith, a willingness to
serve and a heart for our children. Registration forms are in the vestibule.

FAITH, FAMILY AND FELLOWSHIP: FUELED IN TOGETHERNESS will be
celebrated the weekend on October 17" beginning with the Men’s Ministry
Breakfast and guest speaker Retired Lt. Gen. Russel Honore on Saturday,
October 18™. The celebration continues on Sunday, October 19" with Jersey
Sunday followed by a Family BBQ Cookout after the 10am Mass. Tickets for
both events will go on sale soon. The BBQ Cookout, hosted by the Parish
Council, is $10 for adults and $5 for youth 8 and under. The Council will also
host a football pool that weekend for the Saints v. Bears game with each
square costing $5 for a chance to win $75 a quarter. Your support of the pool
will assist in defraying the cost of the cookout. See any Parish Council member
to play.

BOOSTERS are requesting your support for their upcoming events: Saints
Basket Raffle on September 28", See any member of the Boosters to purchase
a ticket.

PARISH COUNCIL

Chair - Kenneth Hayes | 504.547.1619
Patrick Anthony | 504.715.4961
Joshua Bartholomew | 504.906.8312
Arnel Cosey | 504.915.7024
Trenice Davis | 281.844.4425
Carol Dotson | 504.339.8691
Richard Kelly | 678.994.8681
Bridget Lassere | 504.650.9913
Maurice McMorris | 504.388.9546
Emile Pierre | 504.236.7336
Twyla Rattler | 504.460.8265
John Salomone | 504.307.4645
Jerry Settle | 901.679.4060
Shannon Sims | 504.228.3656
Dawn Spears | 504.296.6320
Troy Thomas | 504.914.4901
Johnnie Tillman | 504.432.6189
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PARISH CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER

8 Parish Council Meeting 6:30p
13 OBCM Gospel Fest

17 Sacrament of Reconciliation
21 Sickle Cell Awareness Sunday

28 Booster Raffle
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COLLECTION TEAMS

SEPTEMBER
7 Team 3 14 Team 1
21 Team 2 28 Team 3
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If you are experiencing an emotional crisis,
are thinking about suicide, or are concerned
about a friend, call the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline Immediately:
1-800-273-8255

This is a 24-hour hotline
cam—

https://bssjaparish.weshareonline.org/
Text "GIVEBSSIJA" to 800-950-9952

PEW RALLY Support the continuing restoration effort by adopting a
pew. Here is your chance to assist in the restoration of our church
and commemorate someone special in your life. Your donation of
$1,500 will cover the cost of refinishing a pew. A memorial plaque
will be placed on each adopted pew recognizing your gift. The
adoption gift can be made in 1, 2 or 3 payments and can be split by
two donors. Begin your adoption gift by scanning the QR code or
following the email address listec?in the bulletin. Thank you for |
considering a gift to restore our church to its original luster. Pew Rally QR Code

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please submit all bulletin entries and (©)BSSIA Parish New Orleans [ @BSSJAnola
announcements to the parish office by close of business (4:00 pm) on Wednesdays @ BlessedSAeTaiehiSaint JoanofArG
of each week.

QRC Giving Code
May Geds generasity remain in you!
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