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The Peace Jesus Offers 
From the Daily Bread January 2025 

Peace is a reality few people experience these days.  But in the midst of our chaotic 

world, God offers a peace that goes far beyond human understanding. The hope of peace lies 

at the heart of the story of the Bible. 

Because of Adam and Eve’s rebellion in the garden of Eden, all of us are born in need of 

a restored relationship with our Creator.  But God lovingly provides a solution: Jesus, “the 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world!” (John 1:29). By faith we identify and 

trust in Jesus’ offer of Himself for our sins so we can experience salvation and as a result, 

peace with God. 

But daily events threaten this peace.  Anger, jealousy, stress, relationships, and job and 

health issues leave us feeling anything but peaceful.  There’s another kind of peace Jesus pro-

vides - the peace of God. 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the 

world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27). 

The apostle Paul encouraged his readers with these words: “Let the peace of Christ rule 

in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace.  And be thankful 

(Colossians 3:15). 

The big story of the Bible is that Jesus has conquered death and promises us eternal 

life.  Because of this wonderful truth, we don’t need to be consumed by the world’s uncer-

tainty.  Instead, we can let the peace of God rule in our hearts.                   

           David Frees 



Proverbs 8:17 

I love those who love me, and those who seek to find me, 
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Scriptures and Messages for January 

” A Way of Thinking “ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 4  
Transform Through  

Renewal  

Romans 2:12 

Isaiah 40:31  

January 11  
Discernment in  

Decision-Making  

James 1:5 

Proverbs 3:5-6  

January 18  
Rejecting Conformity 

to the World  

1 John 2:15-17 

Leviticus 20:26 

January 25  
Living Out Our Re-

newed Mind  

Philippians 4:8 

Psalm 19:14  

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

We will resume meeting on January 7.  At this meeting we will 

look at different studies and pick one to start the next week.  We 

also explore the possibility of include a prayer group in our 

Wednesday night meeting time. 
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Family Night at EWMC 
Dinner will be served from 5:30-6:15 

Jan 7—Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread  

Jan 14—Baked Potato Bar 

Jan 21— Pork Chops and Rice, Vegetable, Rolls 

Jan 28— Mexican Pile On 

6:30-7:30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$5 adult 

$4 Children and college students 

Children 3 and under free 

$15 family maximum 

Adult Bible Study 

We will be picking our next study on January 7.   

Come join our group. We always have room 

for more. 

Buffalo Gap Flea Market 
Third Saturday of the Month 

Elmwood West Methodist Church is now food vendor at this flea 

market. If you would like to be a part of this mission talk to 

James or Martha Davis. 

3rd Wednesday Game Night  January 21 

Dominoes and Card Games 

Come join us in games and fellowship. 



Prayer Request 

Continued prayer for: 

Mary Steed        Jose Garcia 

Carol Myers            Ava Howard                    

Bill Temple               Doris Harp  

David Jackson         Megan Smith 

Mary Potter             Debra Burns 

 Shirley Stephenson  David Moore 

Lucrecia Alloway         Jen Stephenson 
 

You can call 692-1173 with prayer concerns 

or email ewmc@elmwoodwest.com 
 

Attendance and Giving 

December 7 

Sunday School 9 Worship 23 

Tithe and Offerings $2,332 Roof Debt $225 

December 14 

Sunday School 6 Worship 29 

Tithe and Offering $1,456 Roof Debt $620 

December 21 

Sunday School 7 Worship 28 

Tithe and Offering $640 Roof Debt $300 

December 24 

Attendance at Candlelight Service   37 

December 28 

Sunday School 6 Worship 25 

Tithe and Offering $1,105 Roof Debt $20 

Brittany Potter 

1/9 

Jerimiah Rincon 

1/12 
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Tithe and Offering     $5,528 

Rental  Income           $2,600 

Building Use             $1,900       

 Total                      $10,028 

December Income 

Income for 2025 $132,336 

News from the Food Pantry 

In the month of December we were able to serve 261 

families which represented 544 individuals. 

December is a slow month because we have to close for 

the last two week because the food bank is not open to 

supply food. 

Jesus Gathering  

This is a non denominational worship led by Christopher Car-

roll and his wife Lindsay.  They meet the first Friday of the 

each month at 6:00  in the sanctuary at Elmwood West 

Methodist Church 1302 S. Pioneer Dr.  They will not meet in 

January but will resume in February. 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

 

  1 2 
 

 

3 
 

4 
9:00 Sunday 

     School 
10:00 Worship   

5 
 

 

6 
 

        

7 
5:30-7:30 

Family Night 

Meal 

JOY Kids 

Bible Study 

8 
Noon Circle of 

Faith 

9 10 
 

11 
9:00 Sunday 

     School 

10:00 Worship  

 

12 
 

 

 

13 
 

 

 

14 
 

5:30-7:30 

Family Night 

Meal 

JOY Kids 

Game Night 

15 
    

 

16 
 

 

 

17 
 

18 
9:00 Sunday 

     School 

10:00 Worship 

 

19 
 

 

20 
4-6 Food  

      Pantry 

21 
5:30-7:30 

Family Night 

Meal 

JOY Kids 

Bible Study 

22 
 

23 

 

 

24 

 

25 
9:00 Sunday 

     School 

10:00 Worship 

 

26 
 

 

27 
4-6 Food  

      Pantry 

28 
5:30-7:30 

Family Night 

Meal 

JOY Kids 

Bible Study 

 

29 30 31 

 

January 2026 

Worship Service 

Sunday 10:15 am 

In Person and 

Facebook Live  

 



Vision for Our Church: Embracing Our Community and Purpose  

James presented this at our December Church Council Meeting 

As the pastor of our congregation, I envision our church as a vibrant community of believers, 

where the people are the heart and soul, not merely the building we occupy. At this juncture, 

we find ourselves constrained by our facilities, which have become a burden rather than a 

blessing, especially given our small congregation. While we are faithful and hardworking, the 

reality is that our numbers are modest, which necessitates a reevaluation of how we utilize 

our resources. 

Embracing Our Resources 

To alleviate our dependence on the building, I propose several initiatives: 

**Event Booking and Sanctuary Rentals**: We should consider promoting our gymnasium for com-

munity events and making our sanctuary available for weddings. This could generate much-needed income 

to support our ministry. 

**Utilizing Space Efficiently**: Converting the children’s area into office spaces for lease could provide 

additional revenue. This strategy would enable us to maintain our facilities while fostering community en-

gagement. 

**Future Possibilities**: If our congregation is unable to sustain these initiatives, we may need to con-

template selling the property. This decision would allow us to invest in a smaller, more affordable facility, 

enabling us to have funds available for ministry and outreach as God leads us. 

 

Recognizing Our Congregation 

The essence of our church lies within our congregation. Despite our size, each member brings 

unique talents and gifts. It is crucial to recognize and cultivate these abilities: 

**Leadership Development**: There are individuals within our church who are ready to step into lead-

ership roles. Several members of our administrative council are considering retirement, and we should ap-

proach this transition thoughtfully, inviting new leaders from our congregation to step forward. 

**Identifying Talents**: We must take the time to identify the diverse talents within our congregation. 

By praying for guidance, we can encourage members to use their gifts in service to the church. 

 

 

 



Seeking God’s Guidance 

To discern the path forward, we must be intentional in our spiritual practices: 

**Fasting and Prayer**: I propose that our council engage in fasting and prayer to seek God’s direction 

for our church. This should be a collective effort, as we ask for His guidance on who to bring onto the coun-

cil and where He wants us to go as a congregation. 

**Continuous Prayer**: Establishing a prayer team or a prayer sign-up sheet would facilitate ongoing 

prayer for our congregation. It is vital that we cover our church in prayer daily, seeking God’s wisdom and 

direction. 

 

Our Mission 

In the short term, our focus must be on prayer and listening to God’s voice. In the long term, 
our mission is to reach out to those who do not know Christ, understanding that sometimes, 
that person may be right in front of us. 
 

 

Conclusion 

I believe that by embracing our community, recognizing our gifts, and seeking God’s guid-
ance, we can unleash the potential within our church. Let us move forward with faith, unity, 


